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of Mount Everest as 29,002, 29,141, and 29,028 fe: 
The last figure is the one most commonly accepted. 
_ Scientists sometimes use the geoidal method to measu 
mountain heights. They first locate a mountain’s po 
tion on the geoid, an imaginary reference surface pro- 
duced by extending the mean sea level of the oceans 
under the continents. The scientists then calculate the 
distance between that point on the geoid and the earth’s 
center to determine the height of the mountain. 
People and Mountains. We have always been inter- 
ested in mountains, either because we find them a 
barrier to travel and communication, or because they 
are useful or attractive. When mountains stand in our 


with the rugged terrain defeated the i 
not know how to do mountain fashtir 
People who live in mountah. gor 1 
use the natural resources of their re; 
covered slopes provide pastures for 
The thick mountain forests provide v 
lumber. Swift mountain streams turn | 
erate electricity. Mines yield valuable 
ful mountain scenery attracts vacati 


way, we seek ways to cross them or go around them. 
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Sixth highest ‘peak in the 


Lhotse Il 27,504 8,383 Himalaya on Nepal-Tibet border 
Everest) 
Logan 19,520 5,950 Saint Elias in Canada Highest peak in Canada 
Longs Peak 14,255 4,345 Rocky Mountains in Colorado In Rocky Mountain National 
Maipu, or Maipo 17,464 5,323 Andes on Chile-Argentina border Active volcano 
Makalu 27,824 8,481 Himalaya on Nepoal-Tibet border Fourth highest mountain in tł 
Manaslu 26,658 8,125 Himalaya in Nepal Tenth highest peak i” \ w 
Matterhorn 14,692 4,478 Pennine Alps on Switzerland- Favorite for daring mountai 
Italy border 
Mauna Kea 13,796 4,205 On volcanic island in Hawaii Highest island peak in the ` 
Mauna Loa 13,677 4,169 On volcanic island in Hawaii One of the world's most fa 
: tains 
McKinley 20,320 6,194 Alaska Range in Alaska Highest peak in North Ame 
Mitchell 6,684 2,037 Appalachian in North Carolina Highest peak in the Appalc 
Mont Blane 15,771 4,807 Pennine Alps in France Highest mountain in the Alp 
Monte Rosa 15,203 4,634 Pennine Alps on Switzerland- Iron, copper, and gold min 
; Italy border 
Nanga Parbat 26,650 8,123 Himalaya in Kashmir Sixth highest mountain in th 
Orizaba 18,701 5,700 Mexican Plateau in Mexico Highest peak in Mexico 
Pikes Peak 14,110 4,301 Rampart in Colorado Most famous of the Rocky / 
Popocatepetl 17,887 5,452 Mexican Plateau in Mexico Aztec name for Smoking M 
x volcano now inactive 
Rainier 14,410 4,392 Cascade in Washington Highest peak in Washingto 
Saint Elias 18,008 5,489 Saint Si on Canada-Alaska Second highest peak in this 
i border ; 
Shasta 14,162 4,317 Cascade in California Famous for its twin peaks 
Tolima 17,110 5,215 Cordillera Occidental in Colombia Active volcano 
Vesuvius - 4,190 1,277 Italy Only active volcano on the 
Vinson Massif 16,864 5,140 Sentinel Mountains in Antarctica Highest peak in Ante 


hitney 
s: Rand McNally & Company; U.S. Geological Survey 
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Sierra Nevada in California 


Highest mountain in Califor 


